English 0802: Analytical Reading and Writing 
Section 704, Fall 2024 


Instructor: Laura Biesiadecki 


Email: laura. biesiadecki@temple.edu 


Email is the best way to reach me — please do not send me a message through Canvas. 

I will aim to respond within 24 hours of your email Monday through Thursday. If you 
write after 3pm on Thursday, or anytime on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, I will get back 
to you on Monday. 


Office Hours: MTWR 12:30pm - 1:00pm 
To see me during office hours please email to request an appointment and I will write 
back to confirm whether the time you’ve requested is available. If you are not available 
during these hours, email me and we’ll try to find a time that works for both of us. 


Class Meetings: Asynchronous 


Goals and Objectives of the Course 


Analytical Reading and Writing is a foundational course in the General Education program. The 
goal of this course is to introduce you to the challenges and pleasures of college writing. Major 
learning goals in this class include developing critical reading and writing connections for the 
college level, shaping meaning and communication, exploring academic writing practices, and 
generating meaningful self-reflection regarding writing. 


By the end of the semester, your final portfolio should demonstrate the following course 
objectives: 


O Identify key arguments in published texts and the writing of your peers; 
O Create and defend arguments of your own through effective rhetorical strategies and 
synthesis of others’ ideas; 
O Use the conventions of academic discourse, including 
O Coherent and logical organization 
O Standard English grammar and syntax 
O Correct citation and evaluation of research sources; 
O Revise your writing through multiple drafts and reflect on your own writing process. 


This is a class in which there are no right or wrong answers or opinions in most cases. All 
academic discourse depends on weighing evidence and presenting a strong, well-argued position. 
English 802 is designed to provide you with the strongest possible foundation for intellectual 
abilities and practices that will be used throughout your college career. 


General Education Program Goals 


As part of the General Education program at Temple University, this course is committed to 

working towards GenEd program goals. As such, it is designed to foster the following skills: 
1. Critical Thinking 

. Contextualized Learning 

. Interdisciplinary Thinking 

. Communication Skills 

. Information Literacy 

. Civic Engagement 

. Lifelong Learning 
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For more information, visit General Education. 


Required Course Materials and Technology Specifications 
All required texts and films/video clips will be posted on Canvas. 


All course activities are meant to assist you with understanding readings in their contexts and 
with developing ideas for your papers. Please familiarize yourself with our Canvas course site so 
that you understand where and when readings are posted. Please note that readings will often be 
available if you want to read ahead; however, you won’t have the benefit of getting more context 
or trigger warnings in advance. 


Using Canvas and your Temple email are crucial requirements for this course. Please check the 
technology specifications for using Canvas from computers and networks off campus. You will 
be submitting work online through Canvas for this course. You will also need to have regular 
access to Microsoft Word which you can download for free through TU Portal (Microsoft Office 
365)or use in any Temple lab. If you use Google Docs, you will need to learn how to convert 
your document into a PDF in order to submit your papers. Feel free to consult Temple’s 
Information Technology Services for support: https://its.temple.edu/. Some content will also 
require you to listen (such as with videos) so you may need to use headphones or speakers in a 
private location. 


Limited resources are available for students who do not have the technology they need for class. 
Students with educational technology needs, including no computer or camera or insufficient 
Wifi-access, should submit a Student Technology Assistance Application located in TUPortal 
and linked from the Dean of Students Support and Resources webpage. The university will 
endeavor to meet needs, such as with a long-term loan of a laptop or Mifi device, a refurbished 
computer, or subsidized internet access. Internet Essentials from Comcast provides the option to 
purchase a computer for about $150 and high-speed Internet service for $9.95 a month, plus tax. 
The Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) is available to purchase Xfinity, Verizon, T-Mobile, 
and other internet services. Qualified households can receive a temporary monthly credit of up to 
$50/month toward their Internet service and leased Internet equipment until the program's 
funding runs out 


Course Requirements 
In this course, you must satisfy all of the following requirements in order to receive a passing 
grade (C- or above): 
O Attend and participate in scheduled meetings; 
O Complete all weekly activities and coursework; 
(J Write and revise three substantial papers that involve evaluation of sources, 
argumentation, synthesis, and development of original ideas; 
O Meet with me during in-class conferences to discuss your writing; 
O Write short reflections or assessments of your progress throughout the semester; 
LJ Submit three fully revised papers, with a final reflection paper discussing your progress 
since your initial drafts. 


How This Course Will Be Taught 


This is an online asynchronous class that meets fully on Canvas with two “conferences” arranged 
individually by Zoom. There will be activities you must complete on Canvas, and you should 
check our course Canvas site regularly to be sure you’re not missing anything. It is your 
responsibility to stay current on what is happening in class and on Canvas, and if you’re 
confused you should ask a classmate, check the syllabus and Canvas site, or email me if none of 
those options has resulted in an answer. This is a four-credit course, and the university expects 
that you will spend approximately 8-12 hours a week in total on this course. 


Attendance and Your Health 


Keeping up with the course work is extremely important to your success and is how you show 
that you are “attending” this class. Discussion posts will not be accepted past the due date since 
they are timely and won’t be relevant after the class has posted and responded. Other work will 
not be accepted for credit more than one week past the scheduled due date. If you believe an 
exception should be made for other assignments due to extreme illness or other circumstances, 
please contact me before the due date passes. A grace period to submit your assignment may be 
granted, but this is at my discretion. Please get in the habit of checking the weekly schedule well 
in advance and start working on assignments early to ensure that you have plenty of time to 
address questions or problems before the due date. Avoidable technology problems will not be 
considered a valid excuse for late work. 


In many courses at Temple, missing more than two weeks’ worth of classes will result in an 
automatic failure of the course. Therefore, if you miss more than two weeks’ worth of activities, 
you will automatically fail this course. I will notify you when you have missed too much so that 
you can go see your advisor about withdrawing from the course or making arrangements to take 
it again in a future semester 


One-on-One Conferences and Office Hours 


You will receive detailed feedback for each essay, but there is also an option to sign up for 


one-on-one conferences this semester to discuss your progress on Essays #1, #2, and #3. Please 
note that you may also attend my office hours throughout the semester if you want more time 
with me to discuss your work — if you cannot make my office hours you may email me for help. 


Class Participation, Weekly Coursework, and Peer Review 


Engaging with others and hearing about their perspectives will give you a better sense of 
audience when writing your papers, and it will allow you to reflect on the overall writing 
process. Class participation and weekly coursework will also help you better understand the 
assignments and steps of essay preparation, which is essential because some of our course 
readings are highly academic and complex, and they are not always intended for a casual or 
uninformed reader. We aim to expose you to several different kinds of academic discourse 
because it will be similar to that which you will encounter during your time at the university. We 
read and discuss what we read not to advance a particular point of view but rather to unpack 
what it is the authors are saying and how they are presenting their ideas and facts. 


As described below in the section on Grading, the “Notebooks and Annotations” will be worth 
25% of your final grade, and not completing enough of these activities and assignments may 
dramatically lower your final grade in the course. In fact, if you fail to complete enough of this 
work, it is possible to fail English 0802 altogether if your final portfolio is at the borderline of 
passing and failing (C-). But also, please do not confuse the grades on Canvas for your weekly 
coursework as a barometer of your final grade. Hypothetically, someone could complete all of 
the weekly coursework and still get a grade of C or below if their final portfolio is not of passing 
quality. 


Deadlines for our weekly coursework are important to ensure that we are engaging together and 
making progress. In many cases, if you complete the work late it will no longer be relevant or 
meet the assignment’s goals. For example, “Drafting + Peer Review” (which is worth an 
additional 15% of your final grade), is an activity that will require you to write, upload, read, 
provide feedback, and revise drafts of the major papers of the course. If you miss a step in the 
peer review process, you are hurting not only your own progress but that of your classmates. 
Because my goal is for this class to function as a writing community, deadlines maintain the 
community’s structure and process. For any weekly coursework that is time sensitive, I cannot 
extend the deadline and you will receive a mark of Incomplete if you have not submitted it on 
time. 


College is difficult. Please understand that professors are compassionate people who are also 
very busy. It is not our responsibility to stay on top of your weekly coursework or track whether 
or not you have submitted everything on time. I strongly recommend that you use a calendar in 
addition to Canvas to keep track of deadlines and ensure that you are balancing all of your course 
work for this and other courses as effectively as possible. I know that there are occasionally 


professors who allow students to make up work or do extra credit, but this is not a course that 


does so because so much of the course is already designed to give you maximum control over 
your grade through the final portfolio. No professor is obligated to give you a passing grade in a 


college course simply because you put in effort or want a passing grade. You must earn a passing 
grade. 


Ground Rules for Respectful Online Interaction 


O Everyone may have an opinion, but everyone must recognize that an opinion is not a fact; 
O Everyone may write or say something that “comes out wrong.” If you do so, simply 
admit that what you said or wrote wasn’t quite what you meant and try again; 
O Everyone may change their mind (including me!); 
O Everyone has the responsibility to challenge others or disagree in a respectful, polite way: 
D “I respectfully disagree...” 
O “I hear you, but you might not have considered every perspective...” 
O “In my experience, that hasn’t been true....” 
O “Can you share your evidence to support that?” 
O Everyone must accept that their opinion may be challenged without getting defensive or 
upset (this can be hard!). When someone challenges your opinion, take a deep breath and 
consider what the other person is saying carefully before you respond. 


Our differences, some of which are outlined in the University’s nondiscrimination statement, will 
add richness to this learning experience. We are all here to learn and work with others, and any 
activity that runs contrary to the spirit of learning and collaboration will not be tolerated. I am 
here to help foster a respectful and brave space, and if a student seems not to participate in this 
space as described above, I will speak with them about it. However, explicitly hostile or hateful 
language, discrimination or abuse will not be tolerated. 


Grading Policy 


Notebooks + Annotations (25% of final grade): As described above, any and all assignments you 
complete in class will be assessed on a points-based scale (no letter grades). Students may 
request a 48-hour extension for late submissions without penalty; after 48-hours, the assignment 
will be marked 0. 


Essay Drafts + Peer Review (15% of final grade) Over the course of the semester, we will have 
peer reviews where you have a chance to read your classmates’ papers and give feedback as a 
member of their audience. Each Peer Review session will be marked complete/incomplete, and if 
you miss all three peer review sessions, you will get an F for this portion of your final grade (0%) 
equaling a full letter grade. 


Essay Revisions (60% of final grade): After conferences, you will submit revised versions of 
each of the three major essays. If your final papers demonstrate significant and meaningful 
revision on all three papers, this portion of your grade will be an A; if there is some revision or if 
there is a mix of significant/meaningful revision on some papers but not on all three, this portion 
will earn a B or a C accordingly. If there is minimal revision or no revision at all, this portion of 
your grade will be an F since revision strategies are an important objective for your writing. 


All sections of English 802 use a revision model, which reflects your work throughout the course 
of our Summer term. We also have a teaching circle system in which instructors meet to read 
each other’s student portfolios and be sure that grades are fair across all sections of the course. 


The teaching circle system requires a lot of work for our faculty at the end of the semester, but 
because we value fairness it is worth it to put in extra time and attention in grading student work. 
I have included our program-wide grading criteria in this syllabus, and we will go over it several 
times in the semester to be sure you know what you’re aiming for. 


This grading policy may be different than what you will experience in other courses, and I realize 
that it may seem odd to not be able to accurately track your final grade in Canvas Gradebook the 
way you might in other classes. But again, this is a course in which we want to assess your final 
grade after you’ve had a chance to revise your writing over time with my support and feedback. 
And even though your grades are not final until the end, you are working on this 60% portion of 
the grade the entire semester and getting feedback to push you to make it the best it can be. You 
may encounter similar styles of grading elsewhere at the university, such as in your advanced 
Writing Intensive courses or senior capstone courses. 


Disability Accommodations 

Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should 
contact Disability Resources and Services at 215- 204-1280 or in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate 
reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. See their website for 


more information: https://disabilityresources.temple.edu/ 


If you are not sure whether or not you qualify for accommodations, go to DRS to get more 
information. DRS understands that some students may not arrive at Temple University with 
documentation for their accommodations, and they will work with you to figure out how best to 
proceed. It is up to you whether you want to send me your accommodations, but keep in mind 
that accommodations cannot be applied retroactively. It is highly advisable to reach out to me 
about your accommodation so that we can discuss it. Also, please bear in mind that 
COVID-19 may result in a need for new or additional accommodations. Students should seek out 
assistance from DRS. 


Inclusive Learning and University Resources 


All students learn in different ways. I will try to include a range of activities and learning 
strategies to make the coursework for everyone, but your feedback will help enormously. If there 
are specific strategies that work for you—for example, if you would like help setting up 
voluntary deadlines to avoid last-minute panic—I encourage you to reach out to me. 


Writing Center tutors can help you understand and get started on your assignments, and they can 
also provide you with engaged, kind, and critical feedback on drafts of your work. The tutors are 
graduate and undergraduate students who are successful writers and experienced readers; all 
tutors have completed training in effective methods of coaching writers. Tutoring is free of 
charge and available by same-day session or pre-scheduled appointment. 


More information about the Writing Center, as well as other resources offered by the SSC, is 
available at https://studentsuccess.temple.edu/, by calling 215-204-0702, or visiting our “Front 
Desk” Zoom room via the Meeting ID at 929-916-654. 


You can get help (even through live chat) with research from the Library: 
http://library.temple.edu. 


There are other resources on campus that first year students may need, including Tuttleman 
Counseling Services (https://counseling.temple.edu). The first year at a new school can be 
stressful and challenging, and I want you to know you’re not alone and there are resources for 
you here at the university, many of which can be provided remotely. 


The Dean of Students (https://deanofstudents.temple.edu) also offers a wide range of support for 
students who are facing challenges securing food or housing, students who need emergency 
student aid, students dealing with sexual assault, and other such problems. The Dean of Students 
also provides outreach and support for LGBTQIA students, international students, and veterans, 
among others. I strongly encourage you to seek out help from the Dean of Students if needed, 
and if you’re having trouble connecting to the proper resources, let me know and I'll do my best 
to help. 


Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities 


Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The 
University has a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy 
#03.70.02) which can be accessed through the following link: 


http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02. 


Policy of Academic Honesty 


To protect yourself from engaging in academic misconduct, please read Temple University 
Statement on Academic Honesty for Students in Undergraduate Courses: 


http://bulletin.temple.edu/undergraduate/about-temple-university/student-responsibilities/#acade 
michonesty. 


In general, all sources of information that you use in your papers must be identified as clearly, 
accurately, and thoroughly as possible. Plagiarism occurs when sources are used but not 
acknowledged and appear to be presented as your own original ideas. Of course, we do not want 
to discourage you from using other people’s ideas or data. Our aim is exactly the opposite — 
academic writing often involves a conversation with other writers. But you must always make 
clear your sources and you must always be sure that the work you submit is your own. Academic 
cheating, is, in general terms, is the breaking of the general rules of academic work and/or the 
specific rules of individual courses. It includes falsifying data or sources; submitting work in one 
course that was done for another course without the instructor's approval; having someone else 
complete your papers or any of your course work for you; or actually doing another person’s 
work. 


If you plagiarize on a draft of a paper submitted before the final portfolio, I will give you one 
very serious warning and you will have a chance to revise the paper right away so that I can 
re-read it and see that you’ve corrected the errors. But if you plagiarize a second time or if 


plagiarism is found in your final portfolio, you will fail the course and will be reported to the 
University for academic misconduct. This policy is not negotiable. If you are uncertain about 
what constitutes plagiarism, ask BEFORE you hand in the work. It will be too late afterwards. 


